Dort & Tom Brown, the “Lewis & Clark”
of Souvenir Building collecting

Dort and Tom Brown were pioneers in the
collecting and cataloging of Souvenir or Miniature
Buildings. In 1977 Dort researched the buildings
in Tom’s collection and published the first of her 2
books with photos and specifics of Tom’s
miniature buildings along with descriptions of the
actual buildings. Tom passed away in 1991,
before the formation of The Souvenir Building
Collector Society. Dort Brown was a member
from the SBCS beginnings in 1994 until her death
in 2008.

Dort’s daughter, Laurie, provided the images and
text that memorialize one of the SBCS Founders.
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Lest anyone get the idea Tom Brown is .
one of the world’s tycoons, the title of
Dort’s book gives a clue to the actual elr--
cumstance: “Souvenir Buildings, A Col-
lection of Identified Miniatures” (5. 95 :

P.0. Box 22474, Sacramento, CA 958.22)
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Continuation of “Their Real Estate is in Miniature”,
Sacramento Union, Monday, May 23, 1977
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swapping with other collectors.”
Tom Brown explains, “‘These. ‘minia-

tures really are more than just replicas

because many of them have a utility val-
ue—inkwell, paperweight, salt and pepper

shakers, pencil holder, incense burner, -

jewel box. One even holds a clock.”
Among the salt shakers is a reproduc-

tion of Mark Twain's home in Kmntbal ‘
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Brown Church in Nashua, Iowa. '!ina
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and envisioned by a.young physic
William Pitts. When it was painted for
1864 dedication, Pitts decreed it should be

a brown color “‘because brown paint’s the
cheapest.”

SINCE FINANCIAL institutions favor
give-away miniature banks—with an eye
on future deposits -~the Brown collection
has a preponderance of these.
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Dort Fratze Brown’s well-researched books, Souvenir Buildings, A Collection of
Identified Miniatures, Volumes | and Il, from 1977 and 1979, documenting Tom Brown’s
collection are the seminal publications on souvenir buildings.

Order form for Dort Fratzke Brown’s first
book on Souvenir Buildings.
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- Dorothy Evelyn Brown
April 9, 1920 — Sept. 6, 2008

Dorothy Evelyn Brown (Fratzke) of Placerville,
went home 1o be with the Lord on Sept. 6, 2008,
afier a baitle with pancreatic cancer. Dorothy “Dort™
was born on April 9, 1920, in Cottonwood,
+ Minnesota, un the family farm, She graduated from
. Mankato State in Minnesota, with a teaching credential, which she
. used to teach in a one-room schoolhouse. Later, she moved to
¢ Southern California where she met her future husband Tom on a blind
date in 1947, and they were happily married for 44 years, until his
passing in 1991. During her Iater years, she took creative writing and
compuler courses, volunteered at the Clothes Closet and County
Museum in Placerville, and was an active member of First Lutheran
Church,

Dorothy is survived by her sister, Phyllis of Alesandria, Minn.:
brothers Harold {wife Lois) of Cottonwood. and Charles {wife
Donnal of Nohfield, Minn; and numerous nephews and nieces. She
is also survived by daughters, Laurie (hushand Ed) of Magalia, Calif.
and Marti (husband David} of Clarksburg, Calif.; and nine grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren,

Dorothy traveled all over the world, including Europe, Mexico,
Alaska, and China. Over the years, she collected old bottles, banks,
miniature buildings, and many friends. She will be remembered for
her sense of humor, card-playing skills, wise counsel, notes of encour-
agement, emails, whimsical poetry, birthday parties, her gracious spir-
it, and & zest for life, with each day lived purposefully in the love of
Christ.

A celebration of her life will be held at First Lutheran Church, E200
Pinccrest Court in Placerville, on Saturday, Sept, 13, at 11a. m., with
lunch to follow. Contributions may be made in her memory to snow-
line Hospice of El Dorado County, 6520 Pleasant Valley Road,
Diamond Springs, CA 95619, or Lutheran Bible Translators, P.O. Box
2050, Aurora, IL 60307
™ Arrangements were entrusted to Chapel of the Pines Funeral Home.
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